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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1, 3, 5-8 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Swanson et al. (US 5,689,442). 

Regarding claims 1 and 11, Swanson et al. teaches a multimedia data 
recording apparatus/method comprising: 

a layer classification section that classifies multimedia data into a plurality of 
hierarchical layers according to data contents or data precision (col. 4, line 46 through 
col. 5, line 30 and col. 5, line 53 through col. 6, line 39 teaches wherein events are 
recorded onto storage device 18. The data recorded to the storage device 18 includes 
data at or near the time of a detected event (based on a plurality of sensors that could 
be triggered in sensors 12, 14 and 16)); 

a recording section that continuously records data classified into said layers in 
memory (col. 4, line 46 through col. 5, line 30 and col. 5, line 53 through col. 6, line 39 
teaches a storage medium 18); and 
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a data amount reduction section that, when vacant capacity of said memory is at 
or below a threshold value, performs deletion in order starting with data classified into a 
lower layer of said hierarchical layers among data recorded in said memory (col. 8, lines 
15-36 teaches wherein when storage space is needed, recorded data sans without a 
detected event of interest is deleted, the recorded data without events are classified in a 
lower layer of a hierarchy). 

Regarding claim 3, Swanson et al. teaches the claimed wherein said layer 
classification section classifies said multimedia data into a plurality of hierarchical layers 
according to frame rate (col. 9, lines 1-41 and col. 5, line 53+ teaches that according to 
one option, the control processor 10 can increase a frame rate of the capture when an 
event of interest is detected. This information (event information) is recorded along with 
the video and audio data)), required image quality or resolution (col. 9, lines 1-41 and 
col. 5, line 53+ teaches increase or change in resolution), image variation amount 
between frames (col. 5, lines 20-24 teaches detecting movement), required storage 
time, MPEG (Moving Picture Experts Group) data picture type, importance of a 
recorded event, or an enhancement layer of data coded by an MPEG scalable coding 
method (col. 5, lines 53+ and col. 11, lines 27-47 teaches MPEG compression). 

Claim 5 is rejected for the same reasons as discussed in claims 1 and 3 above, 
wherein the non-event of interest recorded data are deleted. 

Regarding claim 6, Swanson et al.'s system only deletes recorded data (non- 
event of interest data) after it has initially been recorded onto the medium, therefore the 
minimum storage can be a time of 0 seconds and thereby meets the claimed limitation. 
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Regarding claim 7, Swanson et al. teaches the claimed wherein said layer 
classification section sets said multimedia data in a plurality of segments according to a 
time of acquisition of this data (col. 6, lines 40-54 teaches storing time stamps of each 
frame of the event of interest) and then classifies said multimedia data into said layers 
for each said segment (as discussed thoroughly in claims 1 and 3 above); and said data 
amount reduction section selects a segment whose said time of acquisition is older, and 
performs deletion in order starting with data recorded in a lower layer within this 
segment (as discussed in col. 8, lines 15-36, when a period of non-event is continuously 
recorded the older recorded portions are deleted to make room for new possible event 
of interest information). 

Regarding claim 8, Swanson et al. teaches the claimed as discussed in claim 1 
above, and as discussed in col. 7, 20-23, the events of interest that have been recorded 
are not to be deleted. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Swanson et al. (US 5,689,442) in view of Takahashi (US 2003/0031458) 

Regarding claim 10, Swanson et al. teaches the claimed as discussed in claim 
5 above, however fails to particularly teach wherein a determination section that 
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determines mutual similarity of data recorded in said memory; wherein said data 
amount reduction section performs deletion in order starting with data recorded in a 
lower layer for a layer in which older data is recorded among data determined to have a 
high degree of similarity by said determination section. 

In an analogous art, Takahashi teaches in paragraphs 33 and 75 wherein a 
duplication handling process is completed to check for duplicate information. Once a 
duplicate is found, the copy that is already in the database area (older) is deleted. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the ability to delete older similar data as taught by 
Takahashi into the system of Swanson et al. so that more room for storage is made 
available. Swanson provides for the motivation as increased storage space is a desired 
result (Swanson's dynamic management of storage information in the Abstract). 
Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claim 9 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

The cited prior arts teach surveillance systems that can record images and audio 
of detected events and teaches the classifying the recorded events based on the 
detected event information. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to GELEK TOPGYAL whose telephone number is 
(571)272-8891 . The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am -5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thai Tran can be reached on 571-272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Gelek Topgyal/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2621 
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Examiner, Art Unit 2621 



